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PROCEEDI NG

I Today is March 17, 2021. The tinme is 2:04

p.m W nare i SN cnd with e today is
I V¢ are investigators with the Departnent of

Def ense Ofice of the Inspector General. Wth us today is M.
Robert Contee, Acting Chief of Police, D.C. Metropolitan Police

Departnment. Present with M. Contee is his Chief of Staff i

I Assistant Chief M. Jeff Carroll, and Executive
Di rector G I 0o I oM

the Mayor’'s Ofice of General Counsel are also present on this
call. As we discussed before going on tape we are conducting a
review of DoD s involvenent |eading up to and during the events
in the District of Colunbia and at the U S. Capitol on January
6th, 2021. W are conducting this interviewtelephonically. | am
located in N B B 2nd is located in N V-
Contee and his staff with the exception of |l 2 ¢ ! ocated
in the District of Colunbia. |Jjjiji s | ocated in Maryland. M.
Cont ee, please acknow edge that you are aware we are recording
this interview

MR. CONTEE: |’ m awar e.

B Ckay. Also please acknow edge that | you
received a copy of the DoD I G Privacy Act Noti ce.

MR. CONTEE: | have received it.

B Ckay. 'l now administer the oath. Please

rai se your right hand.

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V
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\Wher eupon:
ROBERT J. CONTEE, 111

was called as a witness, placed under oath, and testified
as follows:
EXAMI NATI ON

BY I

Q For the record please state your full nane and spell
your | ast nane?

A.  Robert Janes Contee, Ill. Last nane is GO NT-E-E.

Q Aso for the record, please state the position you held
on January 6th, 2021.

A:  Acting Chief of Police Metropolitan Police Departnent,
Washi ngton D. C

Q Al right, sir. Wen did you start your termas Acting
Chi ef ?

A.  January the 2nd, 2021.

Q Al right, sir. And are you still serving in that
capacity?
A | am

Q Al right, sir. Sir, the first section of questions
that 1'd like to go over is sone general coordination between
your office and the D.C. National Quard. Can you please tell us
about your or the D.C. Metropolitan Police Departnent’s general
or daily coordination with D.C. National Guard?

A:  Yes. Qur general coordination when there’'s a need for
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the National Guard to be activated in the District of Col unbi a,
we normal |y di scuss what the operational needs are for the city.
Those requests are then sent to our Director of Energency
Managenent O fice. Honel and Security and Energency Managenent
Agency. That request is then | guess on behalf of the Mayor and
the District of Colunbia is then sent to the National -- D.C
National Guard for the National Guard to consider the request
that we send.

Q ay, sir. Is that process codified in witing
anywher e?

A. I'mnot sure if it'’s codified in witing anywhere.
That’ s what we do, what we have been doing. That's been the
practice but I'mnot sure. | don't knowthat it’'s codified
anywhere in any MPD regul ation, but that's the process. So that's
the practice that we generally abide by.

Q VYes, sir. And just to confirm | understood that
correct, if you identify a need for National Guard support you
submit that over to the D.C. Departnent of Honmel and Security
Ofice, correct?

A.  That’s correct.

Q Do you have a specific point of contact at the D.C
National Guard that you coordinate with as a part of your routine
duties at all?

A: Nornally when we are having conversations it’'s ne or

one of ny -- ny Assistant Chief over at Homel and Security, Jeff
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Carroll, would normally coordinate with General Wl ker or whoever
is there at the D.C. National Guard. In the past there' s been

ot her generals, General Schwartz and a few other -- one or two
others, but generally it’s the Chief of Police or the Honel and
Security Chief who coordinates with them

Q Does that coordination take place in the pre-approva
stages or is that post-approval ?

A: Mst of the time | think it’s alittle bit -- it’s been
alittle bit of both because, | nean, just out of courtesy a
heads up with respect to what the ask is going to be because we
know t hat our Guardsmnen, you know, they're not necessarily at the
ready, and we try to get as nmuch lead tine as we possibly can
that a request will be coming up the chain. So, and then
obvi ously once those requests are approved there's a |lot nore
coordination that takes place in terns of exactly where people
will be for whatever the mission is, whatever the operation is.
In the past the inauguration, 4th of July, those types of
depl oynment. We have operational plans for that and those pl ans
will outline which traffic posts as an exanple will be covered by
D.C. National Guard.

Q ay, sir. Sir, ny next question was going to be
related to the type of events that National Guard typically would
provide D.C. Metro PD support for, but you indicated
i naugurati ons and things such as that. Are there any other types

of things?
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A:  Yeah. W have the National Guard has been here as part
of our COVID response here in the city. They' ve been here for
that a nunber of just denonstrations that we' ve had before. Wen
it snows as an exanple we'll send in requests because they'l]l
send a HMWWW to assist with getting officers to assignnents.
nmean, those are generally the things that we request their
support for, traffic obviously, and those kinds of things, but we
do nake those requests.

Q Understood, sir. What is the average tinme would you say
fromthe tine you submit a request through Departnent of Honel and
Security until you receive a response from National CGuard?

A:  You know, ny personal know edge | think it depends.
Again |’'ve been in an acting role since January 2nd. This event
happened on January the 6th. My Assistant Chief of Honel and
Security has a nore frequent interaction with themw th respect
to these requests and it really kind of depends --

Q ay. Can you --

A.  -- on how soon we get a response back

Q Understood, sir. Can you describe any requirenents that
exi sts regardi ng National QGuard providing support to Metro PD?

A:  Requirenents? Requirenents in terns of things that
we’ ve asked for in the past you nean?

Q Well, yes, sir. Specifically with regards to what they
can and can’t do.

A.  So, when we request themif | understand your question

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V
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correctly, we'll give a specific nmission request and we

are told

by the National Guard what they can and cannot do. For exanple

"1l say for inauguration for exanple we'll say, “W need three

qui ck response force platoon. This is what the need is.” And

they' Il say either we can or cannot support that. So, sonetines

we're very specific about what that requirenent is. It's a

requi rement sonetinmes, you know, is it an arned requirenent or

not? Is it a civil disturbance unit type of response or

not ? So

that’ s again one of those things it kind of depends on what we

happen to be dealing with, what the situation is. If it’

S a

typical 4th of July and it's just a traffic control type response

we'll say, “W have X amount of traffic posts.” And the

r

response whoever it would be, “All right. In order to fulfil

this request it’'s going to take 300 Guardsnen to fulfill

this

request because of logistics in terns of transporting people, and

relief factor, all that kind of stuff.” W kind of just
nmission and then Iike | said they're able to kind of tel
their able to do and what it’'s going to take to fulfil

m ssi on.

give the
| us what

t he

Q ay. Understood. Understood. Sir, can you explain your

know edge for how the Capitol Police Board factors into
request process?

A:  For the D.C. National Guard for us?

t he

A.  They don’t. They have absolutely nothing to do with
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when Washington D.C. -- when Washington D.C. requests the
Nat i onal Guard. They absolutely have nothing to do with that.
That's a totally separate request and they're not nutually

i ndependent of each other, or anything like that.

Q ay. There's no --

A. O they're not nutually dependent. |I'msorry. They're
not nutually dependent on each ot her.

Q Yes, sir. | understood. So, there's no consultation
that occurs between the D.C. governnent and the CPB if |
understand - -

A No.

Q ~-- it correctly? kay. Perfect.

A.  Yeah, that’s correct.

B CSay. sir. B co you have any
questions for that section?

I o questions.

BY I

Q Sir, nowl’'d like to kind of nobve onto the coordination
with the National Guard prior to January 6th regarding the
Ellipse rally. Can you pl ease explain the process that you or
Metro PD used to request National Guard support leading up to
January 6th protests at the Ellipse?

A: So the Ellipse falls on the National Park Service. So,
any request for National Guard specifically for that area would

fall under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service and U S.
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Park Police. The only coordination with MPD would be for city
traffic posts that potentially inpacts that area, but if it’'s
down on National Mall property, in this case you' re tal king about
the Ellipse, that’'s U S. Park Police that would be their request
not ours.

Q ay, sir. So specifically for the protest, the |arge
gathering can you speak to that with regards to the support that
was requested?

A.  Yeah, that was all Park Service so we didn't request
Nat i onal Guardsnen for that specific protest that you're
referring to.

Q But you did if | understand correct request support for
traffic and things of that nature. Is that correct?

A.  Yeah, so but that wasn’'t -- yes. So, in response to the
protest on the D.C. streets we did request National Guard
assistance to assist us with traffic control as well as crowd
managenent, that’s correct.

Q ay. Can you tell us who --

A: When you said -- I'’msorry. Wien you say protest and
you're kind of throwing ne off a bit. Speaking specifically about
the Ellipse because again that’'s kind of separate in park, but
specifically for our streets just to be clear, we did nake a --
we nmade an MPD request to the National Guard for support for
traffic and for crowd nanagenent.

Q VYes, sir. | apologize for that. | could have phrased

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V
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that question better. Can you tell us how those requests for the
traffic aspects were made and who nade t henf

A.  Yeah, so we spent our half with what our practice has
been. W send our half, MPD, sent our half as long with the Fire
Departnent actually to our Director of Homel and Security
Ermer gency Managenent Agency Director Chris Rodriguez. He
formul ated the letter to include whatever the needs of MPD as
well as D.C. Fire, whatever those needs are, and then he sends
that on behalf of the city to the D.C. National Guard asking for
their assistance. After they received the letter obviously
there’s a decision that’s made and then that -- whatever that
decision is normally comuni cate back to us here at MPD. It’'s
normal | y comuni cated back to us here at MPD. |'’mnot sure if
they talk to Director Rodriguez but |I know that | had
conversations. For January 6th when that request was sent out the
deci sion that was nade was conmuni cated directly back to ne.

Q ay, sir. Do you know when you --

A. That was the initial --

Q Onh, I'msorry. Go ahead. Go ahead pl ease.

A | was just going to say the initial decision to if you
will.

Q ay. Do you know when that request was sent to
Di rector Rodriguez?

A. The day that it was sent? There's a nmeno with that on

there and | don’t recall, let ne see nmight have in here

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V
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somewhere. When we initially sent it. There’'s a neno with the
date on there. | knowthat it was -- | seemto recall it being
li ke after Christmas sonetinme around |ike after Christmas but |
don’t know the exact date that the nmenmp arrived over there.

Q ay, Sir. Wuld you be willing to share that neno if
we contacted your Chief of Staff?

A:  The meno that we sent to -- the one that we sent to
Di rector Rodriguez?

Q Yes, Sir.

A:  Ch, absolutely. Yeah, we can share that.

Q Okay. Perfect. Now, with regards to this request do you
recall what specifically was requested?

A.  Support. There were no nunbers attached to it. Again we
tell themwhat the mssion is we articulate the mssion. In
response to articulating the mssion they tell us this is the
nunber that it’s going to require to fulfill the nission.

Q kay. Wenever they provided you the support was the
support consistent with what you actually needed?

A:  WAs a support consistent with what we needed?

Q Yes with what was requested. And this is -- This is
prior to January 6. Not on January 6. W understand there sone
exi gent circunmstances there.

A:  Yes. But not initially. They did ultimately supply us
wi th what we needed, but that was not the initial -- response.

Q ay. Can you speak to that, sir?

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V
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A. Sure. So, | believe that it was on the 31st sonewhere
thereabout. It was definitely right before the New Year. |'m
thinking it was the 31st. It may have been on the 1st of -- 1
January. | received a call directly fromthe Secretary of the

Arny Ryan McCarthy and at that time -- at that point he had

revi ewed our request for the support of D.C National Guard, and
what he relayed to nme this phone call was not what | initially

t hought that he would saying. He did not initially say, “Yes, you
get the National Guard responding and they’'re going to handl e
this traffic and crowd managenent that you asked for that they're

going to be responding to handle it.” That was not what was
stated. What was stated to nme was that he was not inclined to
fulfill the request with Guardsnen sinply because the optics of

it was bad. He said that he did not want to have boots on the
ground on the -- he didn’t want to have boots on the ground
anywhere near the Capitol is what was stated. Again our request
was for crowd managenent and traffic control posts. So he said he
didn't want to have boots on the ground anywhere in near the
Capitol. And | certainly explained to himthat | understood the
optics of it, and | understood what his concern was, but he
offered as a conpromnise that he could get us -- he could get the
D.C. government, that he could get us several police officers, or
federal -- he didn't say police officers he said federal officers

that he could get federal officers to fulfill this request

instead of the National Guard. | thanked himkindly for that,
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however | told himthat that was not our ask specifically for
federal officers based on our experience in the past with the
depl oynment of federal personnel specifically |ooking at the
Bureau of Prison personnel that have been depl oyed on our streets
before. In addition to that FBlI agents who were depl oyed on the
streets of the District of Colunbia wal king around with | ong guns
who were not trained in civil disturbance response just was not
sonmet hing that we wanted to do here in our city for what we were
dealing with. The city had actually and | relayed this to them as
well we did actually requested additional police officers from
surroundi ng jurisdictions outside of the District of Colunbia to
be staged physically in the District of Colunbia as well as a
contingent of police officers fromthe Virginia State Police to
be stationed outside the District of Colunbia should they be
needed to respond in. So the | aw enforcenent piece was pretty
wel |l covered in our estinations of what we were dealing with. The
Nat i onal Guard piece of this was to ensure that they covered
crowd managenent, traffic control piece so that we would not have
uni fornmed police officers manning these traffic and they woul d be
able to respond to any situation that we had on D.C. streets that
we woul d have police officers available to respond to those
situations and in the areas where we had concerns. Cbviously with
January the 6 happening the way that it did the Capitol obviously
was an obvi ous area of concern but again that's Capitol Police.

Qur concern and purposes for requesting the D.C. National CGuard

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V
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was for what was happening on D.C. streets. So again when | had
this conversation and he offered that response that with the
federal police officer that is not sonething that we wanted to do
certainly without any coordination or anything like that. | was
told -- | told the Secretary of the Arny, | told himthat | had
a press conference on Monday and at that press conference
certainly I would be asked whether or not we had requested
service of the National Guard. He told ne in response to that,
wel I, he when he asked what -- | told himwe would be having a
press conference and | would have to answer that question. In his
response to that he told ne to give themuntil Mnday he was
going to be neeting with the Secretary of Defense. He also told
ne that he asked ne what tine the press conference was. | told
himthat it was 11:00 o' clock. He told nme that he would call ne
before the press conference which he did. He said he would call
me before 11: 00 o’ clock but that he wanted to have a conversation
with the SecDef is what he said. “I want to have a conversation
wi th SecDef about this whole optics, boots on the ground thing.”
That was obviously a concern for him W ended our call. | heard
back from himat about 1045-ish somewhere around that about 15
ni nutes before ny press conference because in fact | was a couple
of mnutes |ate because | was tal king on the phone with Secretary
at that point. The Secretary he relayed to ne that he spoken to
the SecDef. That the request for the National Guard had been

approved and he told nme what the resource allocation would be. He
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told ne -- it was a nunber 300 and sonet hing but he broke the
nunber down specifically like X amount of on traffic posts, X
anount for crowd managenment at this Metro station, at that Metro
stations and that they would be working like 12 hour shifts. So
he gave ne -- he told nme what nunber was going to be for their
deploynment. In addition to that what he told me was that their
nmssion is not to change, and if their mnission were to change
that that would have to be approved by the Secretary of Defense
and that | would need to reach out to himdirectly in order for
their mssion to change. And he also said to ne that, “They're
not to go anywhere east of 9th Street.” Is what he said.
“Anywhere east of 9th Street they should not be depl oyed anywhere
east of 9th Street. So, in our operational plan that we had for
January 6th obviously all of their posts are 9th Street back
towards 18th Street covering fromK Street, or L Street on down
to the area of the National Mall. So we conplied with --
certainly with what we were asked to do. There was a situation --
there was a situation on the -- | think it -- may have occurred
l'i ke on the 5th where we noved one of the Guardsmen |ike noved
the traffic points like literally like across the street, and
shortly thereafter ny Assistant Chief received a call from
General Wal ker just kind of reinforcing like, “Hey, if you guys
nove anybody we have to get approval for that.” And again that's
ki nd of odd because we worked with the Guard hundreds of tinmes

before and noving a person fromone corner to the next never
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requi red approval fromthe Secretary of the Arny or the Secretary
of Defense for that matter. The general fromthe D.C. Nationa
Guard or even at a lower level normally is who we woul d be
dealing with. So, that was kind of odd but it was certainly
reinforced with nmy Assistant Chief.

Q Ddthe Secretary of the Arny -- well one, can you tell

nme about what time day that first phone call took place?

A. It was in the -- it was kind of -- it was in the
evening tinme because | was at honme. | don’t recall the exact
time. | just knowthat it was in the afternoon nmaybe early

eveni ng when we had the phone call

Q ay. Was the context contents of that phone call
docunented any way?

A No.

Q kay. Wre there any other people present on the call
that you' re aware of ?

A No, not on the call. He called fromhis cell phone. He
had 703 nunber | believe. I'massuning -- well | talked to him
quite a bit on that nunber once everything kind of happened on
January 6th and he -- he called fromthat nunber. He never
nmentioned that it was |like a bridge or sonebody el se was setting
it out. I was under the inpression that it was like his -- a cel
phone.

Q ay. Yeah, | just want to be sure. Now, you said that

during the tel ephone call at 10:45 prior to your news conference
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that he reinforced a bunch of restrictions that were being place.
Did he give any reason why?

A No. He didn’t say any reason why. M/ thought, ny
understanding was that it was really just kind of build out that
this was a conpromse. Right? This is the build out fromthe
conversation on the 31st. Wen we were tal king about optics, we
were tal king about boots on the ground. W' re just having that
di scussion. It’'s not a good |ook. These are Soldiers. Al that
kind of thing. And then just again that was the request because
it was not -- as of the 31st we did not have approval for the
National Guard and | conmunicated the sane to the Mayor of the
District of Colunmbia. | communicated that to the Mayor even now
that | think about that norning | would not have an answer still
until sonewhere around the tine of our press conference. So, ny
under st andi ng of the restrictions were like this is the
conproni se, okay? So we don’'t want the Bureau of Prisons and
these guys. W’'re going to give you the National Guard but here
are kind of the rules, right? Here are the paraneters.

Q Oay. Al right. Were there any other conversations
that you had with DoD folks prior to January 6 other than the
Secretary and Mj or CGeneral Wl ker?

A.  Most of ny conversations were with the Secretary. On
the day of the press conference | think that there may have sone
nenbers of the staff, he has | guess a group of people that he

normally -- that normally travels with him Hs attorney or the
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General Counsel | guess for the nmilitary and a coupl e of other
fol ks, public information person, but | think at various tines
like we woul d be holding on a call and they say, “The Secretary
would join us in a second.” So, | can only assune that there were
-- at least on that phone call that there were other people
around. My Chief of Staff he was sitting next to me when we had
the call the day of the press conference, and where we tal ked
about what the paraneters were di scussed about where they coul d
not go and if we noved them what we needed to do to do that. He
was here. He was present for that one |istening.

Q Okay. But just to confirmthat didn't that did strike
you as odd and outside of the normso far as placing restrictions
on where they could be, no further east the 9th Street and what
have you.

A:  Ch absolutely --

Q |Is that correct?

A -- it struck ne as odd because normally we don’t have
those types of restrictions when we're tal ki ng about depl oyi ng
the National Guard but the other piece of that | nean we're at
the 11th hour and so | wasn’t -- | needed the National Guard. If
| had to take themand -- we worked around the plan basically.

B Yes sir. Understood. Il I do you any

questions for that section?

BY

Q Just one question for you, Chief. And unfortunately we
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didn't provided to you because we didn't think we'd be covering
that but, on January 5th Mayor Bowser sent a nenp to the Acting
Attorney General, Secretary MCarthy, and Acting Secretary Ml er
and it tal ks about not requesting anynore | aw enforcenent
support. Are you familiar with that letter?

A:  Yeah. You' ve got to keep on readi ng past that part
t hough. There’'s another piece to that after not requesting | aw
enforcenent support | think it also says wi thout coordinating
with, basically her Chief of Police which is the Park and nost of
the people that’s missing we had a di scussi on about that but yes,
| amfamliar with that.

Q ay. That is the meno. My question for you though is
do you know how that letter came about?

A | can tell you that -- | can tell you what | believe
how it cane about. | believe that | communicated back to the
Mayor that it was Secretary McCarthy's intent to perhaps instead
of depl oying the National Guard send Bureau of Prisons and ot her
folks to our city that we had not requested. So | believe that's
how t he meno came about. | nean there were a [ot of conversations
that were going on but | believe that's how the nmeno cane about.
Again this is based off of experience over the course of several
nonths of dealing with unrest in the city. You know, when we have
federal |aw enforcenent agencies runni ng around w thout nanetags,
badges, identifying insignia, running around with |long guns we

don’t know who’'s who, and again | think the Mayor point was --
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the point that the Mayor was maki ng obvi ously she can speak for
hersel f, but the point in terms of coordinating with | aw
enforcenent | have 3,600 police officers out here. | don’t need
nmen running around with |Iong guns and ne not know who they are.
Are they | aw enforcenent or not? So, that was obviously very
concerning for us. So, I'msure after relaying that that’'s

probably what generated the neno.

B Cay. Thank you. That’'s all.
BY

19

Q Al right, sir. Just noving on to the coordination with

Nati onal Guard that took place on January 6th regarding the riots

at the Capitol. Can you talk to us about what happened during
January 6th events that resulted in the request for Nationa
Guard support?

A.  So, around 1258-ish we received a call fromthe Chief
of Police for the U S. Capitol Police, Steve Sund and he was
requesting -- he had asked ne, talked to us in advance but this
particul ar day when he was calling he was asking if we could
depl oyed MPD personnel to the grounds of the Capitol because one,
we're not allowed to be there unless we're invited, but he asked
for our office to respond because the denonstrators at that point
had reached the west front of the Capitol. The bi ke racks stands

that they had up they had breached that and had started up the

hill to the inaugural stands that were being erected they are. So

we depl oyed MPD personnel there and obviously our officers as
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soon as they got there they engaged with the U S. Capitol Police
officers in an effort to try to prohibit the denpbnstrators at
that point | nean things are really getting ugly and turning into
ariot, but to prohibit them from gai ning access to the Capitol
building itself. They were already on the ground but this is the
actual building itself. Wile all this is going on at sone point
I make it back fromthe west front of the Capitol with ny Chief
of Staff with ne, nake it back here to MPD Headquarters, and
whil e back here at MPD Headquarters we are obviously it’'s a |ot
of stuff going on, coordinating with all entities that are
i nvol ved at what’s happening at the Capitol, and | was trying to
speak to the -- | wanted to speak to the Capitol Police Chief
just to nake sure that we were giving himwhat he needed and t hat
we were al so nonitoring what we needed to nonitor in the city
because again that’s our primary responsibility what’s happening
inthe city. So, | was unable to reach himon the phone calling
directly to his cell, but Director Rodriguez at sone point after
the 2:00 o' cl ock hour he was able to have himon the phone and
several menbers of the Army. I'’mnot sure who all the people were
on the phone. | know Chief Sund was on the phone, and | know t hat
representative fromthe Arnmy was on the phone but | don’t believe
Secretary McCarthy was on that call. I'mjust not really sure who
all, I think this was sone of his people who are in his circle to
assi st himwere on the phone but | got kind of pulled away from

over seei ng what was happening in our conmand center because they
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were all on this call | wanted to be part of obviously the
coordination effort that |I’m assuning was taking place on this
call. What | heard on the call was Chief Sund pl eadi ng, he was
pl eading. | know this man. He was pl eading for the assi stance of
the National Guard to be deployed to the grounds at the Capitol.
Whoever’'s on the call representatives fromthe Arny it was nore
of the conversation that | had had with Secretary MCarthy back
on the 31st, it was nore along the line of, the 31st of the 1st,
whi chever day it was. It may have been the 1st | can't renenber
but it was nore along the lines of tal king about optics, talking
about boots on the ground. The sane stuff that we had al ready
tal ked about it was kind of being rehashed on this call and they
were very enphatic about, “What's the plan? What’'s the plan?” And
I kind of -- nmaybe | got a little frustrated at that point but I
was |ike, “Hey, hey. Hold on. Wait, wait, wait a mnute. Wait a
mnute.” | asked Chief Sund very enphatically |I said, “Chief
Sund, let ne make sure | understand this correct. Are you asking
for the support of the D.C. National Guard on the grounds of the
Capitol ?” His response was, “Yes.” | said, “Ckay. United States
and Arny, Chief Sund is requesting support services the D. C
National Guard. Are you denying his request?” |Is what | said, and
the response to that was, “No, we're not denying the request. W

just need to understand what the plan is.” By this point this
stuff is unfolding all over national world news. |’ m depl oying

every resource that | have available to include, not just the
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eventually 1,000 officers that | had but all of the officers that
I"ve got fromthe surrounding jurisdictions that were supposed to
be here specifically for the D.C. streets. | also ended up
sending themto the Capitol. | sent Prince George’ s County
Police, Arlington County Police, Mntgonmery County police. | sent
all of those agencies to assist at the United States Capitol
ultimately the Virginia State Police as well when they arrived --
when they arrived in the city. And the National CGuard
conversation at that point it never really noved beyond, “WlI,
we need a plan. W need to understand this and that. But
nmeanwhi l e again |’ msending every avail abl e officer that | have
to send. And at some point -- at some point later on and | don’t
know exactly when it occurred the National Guardsmen | believe
the ones that we had on traffic post are the National Guard,
those that we’'re not supposed to nove east of 9th Street were the
ones that later on in the day they eventually ended up sending
over to the U S. Capitol but that was hours after the
insurrection started which was around sone tine in the 12: 00
o’ cl ock hour. This phone call was at 2:00 sonething and then by
the time they pulled these National Quardsmen fromtraffic post
it was several hours |ater.

Q And sir, when you say “they pulled thenf, you're
tal ki ng about National Guard, General Wal ker?
A Yes. By the tine that they were given the authority,

the authorization it was several hours later. So Secretary
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McCarthy at some point during the evening is all this stuff is
unf ol di ng he ended up here at MPD Headquarters in the JOC, in the
command center where | was. And we went from having these
di scussi ons over the phone to now having face-to-face
comuni cation and coordi nati on about what resources he coul d
bring up there to assist and what was going on at the Capitol. |
nmean once he was engaged he was fully engaged but again that took
-- that was several -- that was several hours on the back end.

Q Yes, sir. Now sir, going back to the conference cal
that you tal ked about | have a couple of foll owup questions
there. Do you know what tine of day that call took place and who

all was on the call?

A It was after 2:00 p.m, and | don’'t know who all was on
that call. It was Iike around 2:20 sonething, 2:22, 23 sonmewhere
around there. It was 2:00 sonething. | know that Chief Sund was
on there. | was on there obviously, Director Rodriguez he was on

there. He was standing there with me. The Mayor was standi ng next

to nme. She was in close proximty. | just don’t know who all the
pl ayers on the U S. Arny side of things. | don’t know -- | don't
know all of the voices. | can only assune that General Wl ker at

the m ni mum perhaps he was on there, but | don't know for certain
who all was on that call.

Q ay. Do you know who arranged the call or who
requested it?

A | think Director Rodriguez, Chris Rodriguez | think he
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organized it. | for sone reason | renmenber him saying that he had
Chi ef Sund and the other fol ks on a bridge called, but |I'm not
exactly sure which bridge they used. Coviously I'mdealing with a
national crisis going on at the tine so I'’mnot sure whose line
was used to get everyone on the phone.

Q Absolutely. Now sir, you nentioned some di scussion
about optics. 1'd like to kind of delve a little deeper into
that. Do you know --

A.  Sure.

Q -- who said it? The sane words that the Secretary had
used in this phone call with you, or what exactly was sai d?

A. Yeah. It was the sanme words, but it wasn't the
Secretary this time. The Secretary we had tal ked a coupl e of
times leading up to January 6th. As a matter of fact he was
coordinating, calling, “Hey, we need to neet up on the 6th. Want
to neet up on the 6th. | want to check in with you. I want to
nake sure you've got what you need.” Those kind of things, but
those conversations -- | was pretty famliar with his voice by
that tine. Like | said, on this particular call this after 2:00
p.m call on the 6th it was sonmebody fromthe Arny but it wasn't
Secretary McCarthy. Again | just don't know who it was. But the
speak if you will in terns of the issues are concerned with the
National Guard s presence on the ground of the U S. Capitol.
Those were the sane as the conversation | had with the Secretary.

Q Al right. Sir, I"'mhaving to pick your nenory here
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little bit, but do you renenber exact words that were used
regardi ng optics?

A Optics, that's not a word I’ m maki ng up. That was the
word that was used. It was, “We don't like the optics of that,

boots on the ground on the U S. Capitol.” Those were things that
were -- those are the things that stood out to ne and like | said
| was a little frustrated and I'm1like, “You know, you have got
to be kidding nme.” | was a little frustrated in my response to
that, and just kind of thinking back on how everything was

i mposi ng you know here we are | have police officers on the front
line, sonme with mountain bi ke helmet are out there doi ng what
they can to protect our Capitol and we're calling on the

assi stance of the United States, or the D.C. National Cuard and
it seened like -- it seened like that’'s not happeni ng the way
that | think we should respond to a crisis in terns of, “Hey.
Let’'s send the people. This is a now thing. W have to nove with
a sense of urgency. Turn on CNN let’'s see what’'s going on.” It

was again, “Well what’'s the plan?” “Stop the people fromgetting

into the Capitol is the plan.” You know what | nean?

A. So | didn't say that that was the plan but those were
questions that were being posed, “Wat’'s the plan?” You know,
“Was it the optics of having boots on the ground, on the ground
the Capitol. That's not a good | ook.” Those are specific words

t hat were used.

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V

DoD Office of Inspector General Production to Committee on House Administration DoD OIG_001497




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Q ay. How did you respond to the coment about optics?

A. “Are you kidding nme?” That was ny response. “Are you
ki ddi ng ne?”

Q Al right. Was there anything el se said during that
conversation you think we should be aware of ?

A: No. | nmean to be quite frank find after that
conversation which | felt ny mnd at that point was usel ess. |
had nore inportant things to be tending to, right? Like that
poi nt sonewhere around there or in close proxinmty to that tine
we were getting called for people were down, and it was a nedi ca
energency, shots of being fired. There's all kinds of stuff going
on so to the extent that | could | sent every resource that | had
avai l able to assist again Capitol Police, and Capitol Police had
to do whatever they could do to get the National Guard there. It
wasn't really nmy fight to fight, you know what | nean? As it
relates to what | amresponsible for. It was really to try to
hel p us all out by getting those additional bodies. | know we had
at | east 300 and sone bodies that were here because those are the
ones that MPD requested. So | knew about those, right? | knew we
had 300 and sonmething on traffic posts and handling crowd
nmanagenent. | knew that. So that’'s an additional 300 bodies that
in my mnd should have been i mredi ately depl oyed to assist and
hel p thi ngs out.

Q Oay. Got it, sir. And sir, you tal ked about your

neeting later with Secretary McCarthy when he traveled to D.C
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That was at MPD Headquarters, correct?

A That's correct. He spent quite a bit of time with ne.

Q ay can you tell nme about that neeting?

A It was several neetings. So, | have a large, a couple
of conferences here. W were literally in the roomlooking at a
map of the Capitol, identifying where the fencing would go,
identifying staging area for personnel who woul d be respondi ng.
Qut si de agencies. W were calling in outside agencies fromas far
away of as New Jersey. So we were just really in the room
strategi zing on what this response is going to look like a really
ki nd of knocking out or identifying what the objectives were just
interns of getting the folks -- getting the Congress Menbers
back in there so they could get the vote done. You know, we need
to clear the Capitol. Granted he didn't have at that tinme he
didn’'t have a presence of personnel there on the grounds of the
Capitol but we were talking to through, “Wat is the strategy
while the nmen and wonen are still out there fighting? Here's kind
of what the strategy and the priorities have to be. So there was
a lot of conversation around that. | renmenber himeven at one
poi nt there was a question of Capitol Police about, “Wo' s paying
for this fence?” And the Secretary of the Arny said, “I’m paying

for the fence.” Wth his response to the question fromthe fol ks
over at U S. Capitol. So like | said once he was engaged, once
they got approval or whatever happened at that point he was all

in and he spent a lot of tine in here with me, with other nenbers
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of ny teamjust going over things. He had to | eave and cone back
| think he net with the Menbers of Congress, or he told ne he was
going to. He canme back to MPD Headquarters. So we spent a |ot of
time together, and after the 6th like | said he really was going
out of his way to try to nmake sure that we had everything --
everything that we needed or at least up to the point, well after
if it was approval that he needed to see, once he got that he
really went out of his way to try nake sure that we had
everything that we needed.

Q Yes, sir. Now sir, do you renmenber about what tine this
series of meetings with the secretary began and | understand he
left and then what tinme he came back?

A It was over the course of many hours, sir. | would say
probably somewhere after 4:00 or 5:00 o' clock sonewhere. It went
on into the night, late into the night. Congress was back in
session by 8:00 o' clock but we still -- by that tinme, by the tine
Congress got back in session at 8:00 it was National Guardsnen |
think that was depl oyed down |ike on the grounds of the Capitol
around that tinme. So I’'msure he was -- he had to be here around
that tine in ternms of the coordination that took place there, but
we were here for many hours that night and even into -- really
into the next day. He showed up with his teamthe next day and
just trying to make sure that we were able to coordinate whatever
needed to be coordinated for the next day and then obviously he

spent a lot of tinme |leading up to the inauguration and all the
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coordi nation that needed to happen there. W attended severa
neetings over at the FBI. He attended one or two neetings over
there with ne and so we spent a lot of tine together after this,
but I can't give you a specific time when he got here.

Q No, | totally understand the fog of war kind of sets in
at that point. Do you recall any of the other specific
i ndividuals that were present for any of these neetings?

A Fromhis side or are you just saying in general?

Q In general

A.  Yeah, | nean there were several nenbers fromny team
My Chief of Staff, gosh, one of ny executive directors. One of ny
officers. | nmean the Mayor was in the roomat a certain point.
Director Rodriguez he was in the room | nean there is a | ot
going on in between ny office and another office, and two
conference roons all on the sane level. | nean we were in and out
of these roons at different points having di scussion about what
was going on in responses, and just everything that was happening
that night.

Q Yes, sir. Understood. Sir, was any of the context of
any of these discussions docunented in any way?

A | can’t say that they were really docunented. | nmean we
had the map that we are | ooking at. Fol ks may have been maki ng
notes, that kind of thing just as reninders or sonething, but I
nean | was really just kind of making decisions about things. |

had people on ny team who were around ne and so forth, but | mean
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there may be sone notes around |I’mjust not familiar with.

Q VYeah, if you learn of any we'd certainly be interested
in seeing those. Sir, were there any conversations with Acting
Secretary MIller’s between himand you on that day?

A: |1've never talked to Acting Secretary Mller. Al of
his conversations | would assunme it was were with the Secretary
at different points you know he woul d say, he was checking with
SecDef that kind of thing. But he obviously needed privacy step
out use ny conference roomat different points whatever, but he
never -- | never talked directly to him no.

Q ay. Anybody else fromthe office of the Secretary
Def ense’s staff or the Joint Chiefs of Staff that you' re aware
of ?

A No. The people that were with the Secretary was just --
they were Soldiers pretty nuch. Everybody was in uniformwth the
exception of the Secretary Defense | nean the Secretary of the
Arnmy and | think one instance of a lady who | think was his
public information person or sonething but the next day she was
inuniform | wasn't sure if she was -- | wasn’'t sure what her
role was to be quite honest but everybody el se that was around
himwere all mlitary personnel with uniforns on.

Q ay, sir. I'mjust checking ny notes here to make sure
| covered nost everything. So far as what you requested on
January 6th and what DoD provided how did that sync up? Was there

anyt hing that was deni ed, understanding it took a little bit to

[3/17/2021] Contee - 20210317 - V

DoD Office of Inspector General Production to Committee on House Administration DoD OIG_001502




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31
role it all out?
A: No. | can’t think of -- yeah, understanding that it did
take tine to roll it out that -- et nme answer the question his
way because the way that you're asking it you know they gave us

what they gave us that we worked with what they gave us in those

paraneters. | would have |iked to have had peopl e east of 9th
Street. | would have |like -- because |I had officers on traffic
posts all the way up to 3rd Street. | would have |liked to have

had National Guardsnen covering that but | didn't get that. Wat
I was told was | was going to receive these 300 and whatever it
is and they can cover anywhere up to 9th Street. So at the end of
the day did they give us Guardsnmen? Yes, they they did give us
Guardsnen but with paraneters

Q Understood. Understood. Can you tell nme what tinme the
addi tional support finally started arriving there in D.C ?

A. It was late in the evening I know that. They were
breaching the Capitol at just before 1:00 o' clock and | know it
was hours, |I'mnot tal king about an hour or a half hour, hours
|ater by the tine they got there. | just don’t know exactly what
that tine was. I'minclined to believe that it was definitely

after 4:00. So they would have been in it what 3 hours at that

point, and that’'s being generous. | really believe that it was
later than that but I'Il be lying if | told you exactly at this
time. | just don't renenber.

Q Were you being kept up to date by Secretary MCarthy or
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anybody el se fromhis staff on the status?

A. Yeah he was -- like | said when he showed up here at
MPD he was fully engaged. I'mgetting you this. |'mgoing to have
however many Guardsnen respondi ng. He would say things |ike that
obviously at that point I'mnot physically on the ground. \Were
could see the National Guardsnen on the west front was around the
-- he was after the 8:00 o' clock hour | think when we started --
when we got ready to start nmaking arrests. | could see them on
the camera fromwhere | was but it seenmed to ne, and again |
don't -- I'msure that their people know exactly what tine they
arrived, but it seenmed to ne that in ny discussions with himit
was preparation, right? Like we're getting ready to do this or
we're getting ready to do that. Wien they actually deployed |ike
| said it was those nen and wonen Guardsmen that were on the
traffic post that they ultimately noved as the first contingency
of National Guardsnen that were physically on the ground of the
Capitol. That was the first group. | don’t know about the tine
any other group got there, but at sonme point they took them from
those traffic posts and they ended up depl oyi nhg them here.

Q D dhe tell you or give you any reason for the del ay?

A No.

B %2y Il B do you have any questions

for this section?

BY

Q Just a couple of followup questions. Chief, when you
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received that call either on Decenber 31st or January 1st from
the Secretary of the Arny that said he couldn’t support you with
D.C. National Guard but an alternate form of support, how did

that nake you feel?

A. | was disappointed actually because again | had only
been acting. In fact I wasn't even -- | got sworn in on the 2nd.
So this was -- this was kind of the lead up to that. The previous
chief was transitioning out. I'mtransitioning in. | was talking

to the team Fromwhat |I'mtold fromthe teamlike, “Hey, this is
somet hi ng that we always do. Don't worry about it. It's not a
problem You're going to have what you need.” And here | am on
the -- I'mreally inclined to believe that it was on the 1st that
we had this call the nore that | think about it because the 1st
woul d have been the holiday and that’s why |I woul d have been hone
that late in the afternoon. But when he called and he’ s not
sayi ng what nmy team has shared with nme that he probably should be
saying, like, “Hey, yeah you get the National Guard.” | was a
little bit disappointed behind that, and kind of coning in as the
new Chi ef of Police of the Metropolitan Police Departnent and
asking for the National Quard, being denied that for sonething
that’s critical as what we thought we would be doing, right?

nmean we don’t nornally call in National Guard and outside |aw

enf orcenent agencies just because we think we're going to have a
regul ar First Anendnent denonstration. W just don’'t do that.

W' re very good at what we do here in the net Metropolitan Police
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Departnent when it cones to First Amendnment denonstrations. This
obvi ously woul d sonething totally different fromthat but that
bei ng said, that wasn't what | was expecting to hear. So | nean |
had to kind of -- | had to think like, “All right. If at the end
of the day he says we're not getting themwhat are we going to do
because these traffic posts still need to be covered? The probl em
is it still needs to happen. What am | going to do?” And |’ mjust
thi nking through different scenarios. So like | said | was very
nuch di sappoi nted because | -- the team has said again that we
routinely get the support of the National Guard without an issue.

Q ay. Thank you. You nentioned earlier that you
recei ved or sonebody received a phone call from Chief Sund about
12: 58i sh asking for MPD hel p. How do you know that tine? Are you
basi ng that on sonet hi ng?

A: No. I'"'mbasing it on -- you said am| basing it on
what ?

Q \Wat are you basing that tineline? How do you renenber
it was 1258i sh?

A. Because | had nmy Assistant Chief pull his call |og and
we were | ooking back at the call log at the call log to see what
time we got the initial call fromthe U S. Capitol Police to send
our nmenbers -- to send our nenbers to the grounds of the Capitol

Q Chief, is there a possibility that we can get a
sanitized version of that phone |log for any DoD phone calls that

nmay have been made?
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A: Yeah. I'Il work on something -- yeah I'"mjust going to
say well and ny |awyer is saying that answer for nme but | was
going to say we'll consult on that and we'll have to get back to
you on that one.

I Thank you. That’'s exactly what | was going to say.

I B Thank you. That’s a good enough answer. You
said twice now that traffic control points were supposed to
support the Capitol and you were unaware of what tinme that may
have been. Do you have a general tinme? Was it afternoon? Evening?
Sonmet hing to maybe narrow it down a little bit?

A: My guess --

Q [Inaudible.]

A.  Yeah, ny guess is sonetine in the evening tinme, and |I’'m
basing that on -- |I'’mbasing that on we're having this phone cal
at 2: 00 sonet hing where were tal ki ng about planning. If | recal
correctly it was kind of cloudy out and a little rain that day.
So it was getting dark at the 5:00 o' cl ock hour sonewhere around
there and | don’t recall being there at that tine. | don't recall
them being there. So, | would say it was later on into the
eveni ng or afternoon, or late afternoon, early evening.

Q ay. Thank you. For the conference call that finally
happened around 2:20, and | know that you perhaps were giving
testinony on the Capitol and you said it was about 2:22 p.m, was
Deputy Mayor Mtchell present for that phone call phone call by

chance?
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A: Yeah he was in the hall — I think it was in the hallway
when we had that call. Like | said the Mayor, you know the
Mayor's whol e teamwas here and we're |ike standi ng outside of
our command center. W were standing outside of their in the
hal lway wall while this call is going on. The Mayor was cl osest
to me as well as Dr. Rodriguez, but Dr. Mtchell he was certainly
here for an extended period that day. He was in the roomwhen a
| ot of these conversations were happening as well as the current
Deputy Mayor for Public Safety, Chris Gl bert was present for
some of those discussions. So, there were a | ot of people that
wer e here.

Q ay. Thank you. My last question for you is we
understand that the Secretary the Arnmy at sone point left MPD
Headquarters and travel to the U S. Capitol Police Conmand
Center. Wuld you know about what tinme that nay have happened?

A I'mnot sure what tine that happened. The Secretary,
like | said he was fully engaged and once he got engaged he was
fully engaged. When he -- | renenbered himhe wanted to |ike go
over to the Capitol and kind of see what was going on kind of
thing. W were having this conversation about fencing and all
this kind of stuff. So, | don’t know what tinme he left but he
| eft and came back. Left and canme back kind of thing.

Q ay. Thank you. |’ m done.

BY

Q Al right, Sir. Wre al nost done here. | just have a
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few follow ups here. Are there any e-nmils, or text nessages,
ot her docunments relating to January 6th, the request for
assi stance that you have that we shoul d revi ew?

A Not that I'"maware of, sir. | think everything is in
the meno that you guys pointed out. That's about the only thing
that |’ m aware of.

Q ay. Yeah, if you do conme across anything or anybody
on your staff please have themforward it to us. Cbviously you
know what we’'re | ooking at here.

A.  Ckay.

Q Do you have any concerns with DoD s responsiveness to
the request for assistance? Fromyour office other than what
we’ ve al ready tal ked about?

A: O her than what we discussed, no.

Q ay. Is there --

A: | probably should add -- | nmean | think that -- | know
that this is already been stated publicly, I've said it
certainly. The fact that we have to -- or that we have been

required to receive authority or approval fromthe Secretary of
Def ense a the cabinet |evel position for our local D.C. National
Guard | think that’s a shanme and | certainly think that that’'s
somet hi ng that should be | ooked at and |'"msure it is at many
different | evels above ny pay grade but what | experienced, what
| saw on that day is probably the main reason why that should be

| ooked i nto.
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Q VYes, sir. Actually you' re touching on ny very next
question. According to nmedia reports sone have described the
process as “archaic”. So | was going to ask what your
reconmendati ons are for resolving the issues that you
encount er ed?

A.  The Mayor shoul d have the sane authority as any
governor. | nmean we shouldn’t have to junp through those hoops
basically when we’'re requested the sanme service that they woul d
request on our sister places right across the border in Maryl and
and Virginia.

Q Yes, sir. Understood

A.  Yeah, | think that’'s kind of, you know, kind of cut and
dry as far as |’ m concerned.

Q Understand, understand, sir. Wiat information that we
have not addressed thus far regarding your staff’s coordination
with DoD on January 6th is inportant that we haven't tal ked about
or having considered? Is anything that cones to m nd?

A. No, | think that's it. You guys pretty nuch covered
everything. That’'s it in a nutshell

Q kay. Let's see. Is there any additional information
that you would like to provide?

A No, sir. That's it.

Q Wuld you recomrend it anybody specific that we should
talk to?

A: No, sir.
Q Al right, sir. Do you have a questions for ne?
A: No, sir.

Q Wat about any conments or concerns with the way we
conducted this interview, understand tel ephonic is always
i nteresting?

A |'msorry, can you repeat that?

Q No, sir. | was just asking if you have any comments or
concerns about the way we conducted the interview?

A: No, sir.

Al right, sir. WIlIl sir, if you do renenber
anything el se or you believe that may be rel evant to our review
pl ease contact me. Your staff has my contact information. W'd
|l ove to hear fromyou. Finally, in order to protect the integrity
of the review we ask that you not to discuss the matter under
review or the questions that we have asked during this interview
wi th anyone other than your |egal counsel or those present in the
room Any questions about that, sir?

MR. CONTEE: No, sir.

B A'! right, sir. The time is 3:12 p.m and the

interview is concl uded.

[The interviewtermnated at 3:12 p.m, March 17, 2021.]
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