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PROCEEDI NG

I Today is February 12, 2021. The tine is 9:03
am MW nare is I \Vth ne today is
_. W are investigators with the Departnment of

Def ense, O fice of the Inspector General. Wth us today is Dr.
Chri stopher Rodriguez, Director, Washington, D.C. Honel and
Security and Energency Managenent Agency. Al so present with Dr.
Rodriguez is NN 2 B f'omthe
Mayor's OFfice of Legal Counsel. Fromthe D.C. Honel and Security
and Emergency Managerment Agency we have |
I N <
I /s Ve discussed before going
on tape we are conducting a review of the events surrounding
DoD s invol venent |leading up to and during the civil disturbances
in the District of Colunbia and at the U S. Capitol on January 6,
2021. W are conducting this interviewtelephonically. | am
located in S N s 'ccated in Virginia. Dr.
Rodri guez and those present with Dr. Rodriguez are |located in the
District of Colunmbia. Dr. Rodriguez, please acknow edge that
you're aware we're recording this interview.

DR. RODRIGUEZ: | amaware that we are recording this
i nterview.

B hank you so nmuch. Also, please acknow edge
that you received a copy of the DoD |G Privacy Act Noti ce.

DR, RODRIGUEZ: | did receive a copy of the DoD | G Privacy
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Pol i cy.

B Perfect. 'l now adnminister the oath. Sir,
if you woul d pl ease raise your right hand.

\Wher eupon:

DR, CHRI STOPHER R. RODRI GUEZ

was called as a witness, placed under oath, and provided
the follow ng testinony:
EXAMI NATI ON

BY I

Q For the record, please state your full nanme and spell
your | ast nane.

A:. Christopher Ryan Rodriguez. Last nane
RODRI-GUEZ

Q Also for the record please state your current position.

A. I'’mthe Director of the District of Colunbia s Honel and
Security and Energency Managenent Agency.

Q Al right, sir, as | indicated we have three different
areas that we'd like to cover with you. The first being the
advanced coordination | eading up to January 6, 2021. Can you
pl ease wal k us through what happened regardi ng any preparations
or coordination your office had with DoD starting when the event
was first announced through January 5, 20217

A. Absolutely. So, the primary agency that | liaised with
was the D.C. National Guard and if we’'re to assunme that’s a unit

of the Departnment of Defense that would be the agency that |
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interacted with. We first, “we” being the District, first sent a
request to the D.C. National Quard on Decenber 31st, 2020, for
support for the Metropolitan Police Departnent, and the Fire, and
EMS Departnent for the District for personnel and assets to be
staged on District streets and District Property because we had
reasonabl e suspicion that there would be | arge crowds and the
potential for violence. So, we did request D.C. National Guard
Support.

Q Now when you say, sir, that you primarily discussed any
requests directly with the National Guard, was there anybody el se
at that point that you were talking to at DoD?

A: No, not with DoD, no.

Q D d any other agency reach out to you and ask your
office to request National Guard Support?

A.  Yes. So, the process, the way the process works in the
District is the public safety agencies such as the Metropolitan
Police Departnent, Fire, and EMS will reach out to ny office to
initiate the request process for National Quard support. So the
Metropolitan Police Departnent, and Fire, and EMS they outline
their needs and send themto HSEMA, ny office, Honel and Security
and Energency Managenent Agency. W then package those requests
into a letter for -- that is addressed to Major General WIIliam
Wal ker, the Commandi ng General of the National Guard, and we send
that off to himas a fornal request on behalf of the Mayor of the

District of Col unbia.
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Q So, with regards to the events |eading up to January
5th what specifically did you request?

A Well those requests are in the letters that you -- that
you're referring to and that were sent over. So, what we do is we
take the specific requests from MPD, Metropolitan Police
Departnent, and the Fire and EMS, FEMS as we refer to them and
then we put themin a letter and it is the Director of Honel and
Security, ne, or anyone who's occupying ny position that then
takes all that together and subnmits it to the D.C. National Guard
on behal f of the Mayor of the city.

Q And we'll get nore into the -- sonme of the letters here
in a nmonment, but specifically are you referring to the Decenber
31st, 2020, letter from Mayor Bowser to Maj or General Wl ker
referring to the request that we're tal ki ng about here?

A Yes.

Q So, all right. And we have that letter, sir. Can you
tell us what D.C. National Guard’'s response was?

A W |earned about D.C. National Guard s response by
phone call, and that was on January 4th when Maj or General Wl ker
called nme and Police Chief Contee letting us know that the
request that we had submitted on Decenber 31st was approved by
the Secretary of the Arnmy. That was done via phone call. | can’t
speak to how it was done internally at the National Guard.

Q Was that phone call docunented in any way, sir?

A Docunent ed how?
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Q \Wether it be a nenmorandum or some sort of note, or
what have you, conference call note, neeting?

A No, it was not.

Q And on this particular instance can you descri be what
specific D.C. National Guard assistance your office requested?

A |'msorry, can you repeat the question? You broke up a
little bit.

Q VYes. On this specific instance can you describe what
D.C. National CGuard assistance your office requested?

A | would have to get the specific details on, if you're
referring to sort of the tactical requests, operational requests
those originate with the Metropolitan Police Departrment and with
Fire and EM5. So, | can get that information. | don’t believe
it’s in any of the paperwork that you have here.

Q VYes, and if you would provide that we would be greatly
appreci ative.

A:  Sure.

Q And you already said, and just to confirmyour contact
was strictly with D.C. National Quard at that point --

A Yes.

Q -- and you talked to the Commandi ng General. |s that
correct, sir?

A.  That is correct.

Q Al right. Sir, noving onto the Decenber 31st letter.

Do you have that in front of you at this nonent?
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A Yes, | do.

Q In context of that letter the first thing we'd like to
ask that you provide us a copy of any requests for assistance
that the D.C. governnment sent to DoD related to the anticipated
events of January 6th. |s that okay, sir?

A Yes.

Q And could you describe what justification D.C
governnment provided for requesting National Guard support in
advance of January 6th?

A:  When you say “justification” you nmean what -- well,
what do you nean by justification?

Q VYes, sir. So, what we're trying to establish is the
basis or the reason that National Guard was deened necessary at
this point.

A. Typically for large scale events the Metropolitan
Police Departnment, and Fire EMS will request nore administrative
and | ogi stical support. W’ ve actually have a National Guard
activated or at least in support of the city for the gl oba
pandem ¢ since |last year. And so in this case what we wanted to
do, and again this was a tactical and operational decision by MPD
and FEMS, was to have traffic managenent support in the downtown
area. As well as crowd managenent support near our Metro stations
in order to again ensure the free flow, and safety, and security
in the dowmntown area, and around our transportation hubs. That's

a typical request that we have for the National Guard. In terns
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of why we requested it, we did have information, and again, |
know we're not going to talk about classified infornation, but we
did have information indicating that there were individuals
associated with right-wing extrem st groups that were arriving in
the District the weekend prior to the 6th. So, | believe that was
over a New Year’'s weekend, and we had known or seen through our
information and sharing with our liaison partners a |ot of
inflammatory rhetoric, threats of violence, and we assessed that
we woul d need additional support to do our duty which is to nake
sure that First Amendnent rights are observed and that people can
conme here and denonstrate, but that’s one of our many red lines
is that violence is not acceptable so we needed that extra
support fromthe National Guard.

Q VYou already indicated that it was on January 4th that
you received a call fromthe Commandi ng General who stated that
the request had been approved. |s that correct?

A.  That’s correct.

Q And was there any other discussions that took place at
that tinme that we should be aware of other than he said that the
request was approved?

A.  There was, you nean on the 4th?

Q VYes, sir, on that telephone call. D d the Conmandi ng
General have discussions with you with regards to role,
equi pnent, capability, nunbers?

A He did, yes. He did tell nme that they were going to be
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depl oyi ng 340 Guard to neet our request. It’'s inportant to note
the District does not request specific personnel nunbers. The
D.C. National Guard gets our sort of operational requests and
then determines internally, and | can't speak to how that process
and deci sions are nade, but they assess how they will posture to
neet our requirenments, and what General Wil ker expressed to ne
was that they would neet our requirenents with 340 National Guard
per sonnel .

Q So, you didn’'t request the nunber of personnel. D d you
request so far as specifically fromyou or fromyour office did
you request a specific role, equipnent, or a capability?

A.  Yes, sir, and | can provide those letters to you but
et ne read off what those letters -- what that letter requested
so you can have sone of the specifics.

Q VYes, please.

A Fromthe Metropolitan Police Departnent six crowd
nmanagenent teanms to nmanage crowds at specified Metro stations and
prevent overcrowding on Metro platforms. A teamto assist at 30
designated traffic posts. Fire and EMS. Requested nenbers of the
D.C. National GQuard Cvil Support Team Conduct the foll ow ng
five tasks on request. One, to all ow chem cal, biol ogical
radi ati on, nuclear nonitoring and the hazardous material on site
support. Two, provide liaisons that are required |ocations.

Three, provide technical decontam nation support. Four, provide

anal ytical |aboratory system support. And five, provide CSG
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operations, conmunications capabilities support. Those were the
speci fic requests.

Q ay. Geat. Were there any other discussions or
requests regarding the use of National Guard nmenbers such as in
| aw enforcenent rol es?

A So it is -- again, it's inportant to note that the
Mayor of the District of Colunbia can designate D.C. National
Guard personnel providing traffic control to support MPD as
“special police” of MPD enpowering themw th | aw enforcenent
authority comrensurate with that of D.C. civilian police, and
that’s in line with DDC. Code. At all times though D.C. Nationa
Guard mlitary chain of command does remain intact for purposes
of adm nistration and operational control. W nade a request that
no D.C. National Guard will be arnmed during the mssion. And that
at notime will D.C National Guard personnel or assets be
engaged in domestic surveillance, searches, or seizures of U S
persons.

Q Just looking at ny notes here, sir, naking sure
didn't mss anything. Now, in the Decenber 31 nmenpo that we were
tal ki ng about a nonent ago Mayor Bowser referenced recent protest
from Novenber 14 and Decenber 12. Can you pl ease tell us why she
referenced these two particular protests in her request for
support ?

A.  Yeah, those were post denonstrations and protest where

we did see sone violence in the District fromright-w ng
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10
extrem st who had cone to the -- had cone to our city to protest
the Presidential election results.

Q Wat request for assistance were subnitted to the DoD
for these two particular protests do you recall?

A | do not recall. | can circle back with you on that.

Q Oay. | would appreciate that, we also like to know
when, and specifically what was requested, and the outcone of the
request. Moving on, sir. W provided you a letter dated January 1
from Maj or General Wl ker to the Honorable Ryan McCarthy,
Secretary of the Arnmy. The letter outlines both Mayor Bowser'’'s
and your request for the National Guard support. Could you
reference that letter?

A | have it in front of nme.

Q Could you tell us your opinion of the letter and does
it accurately reflect your request for National Guard support?

A. It does accurately reflect our request.

Q Can you tell us about any restrictions or equi pnment
limtations the D.C. governnent placed on DoD supporting the
request for assistance prior to this point? | know you briefly
di scussed it a nonent ago.

A.  Yeah, what | discussed a nonent ago and i s consi stent
wi th what our requests were.

Q How did your office comunicate these restrictions to
DoD?

A W conmunicated that in witing.

[2/12/2021] Rodriguez - 20210212
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Q ay and at what point, when?

A.  Decenber 31 of 2020. That was in the Mayor's letter
the second paragraph.

Q That's how that was conmuni cated then, there were no
ot her conmuni cati ons?

A No. There were -- what | nentioned to you previously in
terns of getting you the information for the requests that we
sent to the National Guard on Decenber 31 we have those letters
fromne. So if there -- this letter January 1 that you referring
to, the first line reads, “Enclosed our letters from Mayor Bowser
and Dr. Christopher Rodriguez.” The letter fromnme to the D.C
Nat i onal Guard which has those specific operational requests we
can send to you. That's where it's com ng from

Q On, yes, please. W don't have that one. Okay. And can
you tell us who placed those restrictions or equi pnent
limtations on the DoD personnel and just explain why?

A Well, it would be -- they were conmunicated in both
letters fromthe Mayor fromnyself. These are consistent with
past practice for MPD and FEMS' s requests and so they were just
consi stent with what we had al ways request ed.

Q But there was nothing's specific to the intelligence
| eadi ng up through January 6, correct?

A Well, it’s inportant to note that the Mayor of the
District of Colunmbia nor the city cannot on the National Guard.

We don't have the authority to do that. Only the President can do
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that. So, we had expressed that we do not want arned National
Guard in the city.

Q ay. Understood. Al right, sir, noving on. W also
provi ded you a letter dated January 4 of 2021 from Acting
Secretary Defense MIler to the Secretary the Arny the subject of
the letter is enploynent guidance for the District of Col unbia.

A | seeit. Yes, | have it in front of ne.

Q Can you tell us about your know edge of Acting
Secretary Defense MIler's neno that detail ed how National Guard
personnel woul d be equi pped in support of the District?

A. | have no know edge of it.

Q Didthis letter affect the use of National Guard? O
how did | guess this letter affect the ability to use Nationa
Guar d?

A | don’t know. | can't speak to that.

Q D d you have any type of response or did you coordi nate
on any response to this letter?

A.  You're tal king about the nmenorandum for the Secretary
the Arnmy from Acting Secretary Christopher Mller, right?

A: That is correct. Yes, sir.

A No, | had no know edge of this nmeno or this letter.

Q ay. Understood, sir. Ckay, sir, noving on. W
provi ded you a letter dated January 5 of ‘21 from Mayor Bowser to
Acting Secretary Defense MIler confirm ng that there was no

addi ti onal support requirenents. Do you have that letter in front
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of you, sir?

A Yes, | do. This is the one dated January 5?

Q That is correct.

A Yes, sir. Yes, | have that letter in front of ne.

Q Can you explain the intent of sending this to Acting
Secretary Mller?

A It was sent to the Acting Attorney General, the
Secretary the Arny, and the Acting Sec Def. The intent of this
letter was to ensure that any additional federal |aw enforcenent
authorities that were deployed in the city be coordinated with
the District of Colunbia which had not been done in the past.

Q Wat concerns did you have with DoD s responsi veness to
the request for assistance fromyour office? Speaking prior to
January 67

A. |'msorry, can you clarify?

Q VYeah, can you talk to any concerns that you or your
of fice had regardi ng DoD s responsiveness to your request for
assi stance prior to January 67

A.  So, are you talking about the D.C. National Quard
response?

Q Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

A.  Okay. Any concerns, well we were concerned that we sent
the letter on Decenber 31 and did in hear until January 4 whether
that request was approved. And so because obviously the presence

of the National Guard to support for traffic managenent and crowd
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control has operational, and tactical |ocations for MPD
depl oynents. So, we were concerned that it was taking so |ong,
al nost | guess what would it be? Four or five days to get that
request approved.

Q D d you ever find out any of the reasons for the delay?

A No, | did not.

Q And we'll touch a little bit nobre about this in the
| ast section that we want discuss. [Jjjj; do you have any questions
her e?

I

Q VYes, sir. Dr. Rodriguez, | just have two questions for
you. The first one you spoke about classified, and once again |'m
not |ooking for any classified information, but you said you had
received Intel/classified information that there was going to be
sone nefarious groups in attendance. Did you share any of that

information with anyone at the D.C. National Guard?

A | would have to check with our Intelligence Fusion
Center on that. | know that they did convene several calls and
neetings with our federal partners. | believe the National Guard

was part of that but | can't speak definitively to that.

Q If you would just check on that we woul d appreciate
that. The second question | have for you is you told us that the
response fromthe D.C. National Guard was to depl oy 340
personnel. My question is, did the response fromthe D.C

Nati onal Guard of the deploynment of the 340 personnel neet your
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needs, the two needs from MPD in the six areas of concerns for
fire?

A Yes it did. It met our requests, our needs, because we

didn't request for nunbers.

B A'! right. Thank you.
BY

Q ay, sir. Continuing on. The next section I'd like to

discuss with you is the coordination that actually took place on

January 6.
A. |I'msorry. Hey, | do want to know -- before we get to
the next question | think that it's inportant to -- what our

needs were, and this is sonmething that |’'ve had talked to a | ot
of people about in the |ast few weeks. Ask National Guard support
was for support to D.C., the city's request. W do not have
jurisdiction to request D.C. National Guard support for federal
property or on behalf of federal authorities. W nmde requests
based on what the city’'s needs were to secure city streets and to
secure city property. So, what the question that the gentl eman
asked ne in terns of whether it net our needs, it did neet our
needs to protect city streets and city property at the tine.

B Yes: sir. Understood. Jjjij. do you have any
foll owups to that?

I o followups, thank you for the clarification.

BY

Q ay. Al right, sir. As | indicated the next area that
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we'd like to discuss is the coordination on January 6, and
under st andi ng what you just infornmed us about so far as the
restrictions on what is -- you know you woul d request D.C.

Nati onal Guard support for. That may play into sone of this, so
pl ease el aborate as needed. The first thing I'd like to talk to
you about is we provided you a letter dated January 6, 2021 from
you to Major General Walker with the subject, D.C. National Guard
support request for First Amendnent events in Washington DC. Can
you reference that please?

A: Yes, | have that in front of ne.

Q Please tell us what happened between your office and
DoD starting on the norning of January 6? Can you wal k us through
all of those events?

A So, ny office and D.C. National Guard begi nning on

January 67

A.  Okay. So our Emergency Operation Center, the city's
Enmer gency Operation Center was activated actually on January 4.
So we were -- we had liaison officers froma variety of different
agencies including the D.C. National Guard here at HSEMA,
Anacostia, and so our interactions with the D.C. National Guard
were pretty close and tight because they were enbedded within our
Enmer gency Operations Center. So, we were typically just
nonitoring the situation for the first part of the days as

i ndi vi dual started assenbling downt own.
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Q Can you tell us what happened during the January 6
event that resulted in you or your office requesting additiona
support ?

A.  So, throughout the event and | want to be cl ear when we
say ny office requested additional support, we did not request
addi tional support fromthe National Guard for the city during
that event. Wien we had seen the barricades being breached at the
US. Capitol, the city, nmy office, Metropolitan Police Departnment
had to sort of step in to assist the U S. Capital Police with
getting in touch with the D.C. National Guard, and we convened,
or | convened to call at roughly a little bit after 2:00 o’ clock
| believe the tine was about 2:22, convened a call with the Chief
of the Capital Police with Chief Contee, General Wl ker and
nmenbers of the Sec Arny staff to discuss what the Capital Police
needed up at capitol because it was clear froma city standpoint
that these federal entities were having difficulty either getting
in touch with each other or conmmunicating their needs and
requirements. And so we felt the need to step into facilitate
t hat di scussi on.

Q ay, sir. Since you nentioned this call that is one of
the things we want to talk to about a little further down. |11
go ahead and nove through that. During that particular call, well
one, can you tell us all the individuals that were on the phone?

A | can tell you the individuals | knew were on the call.

| nmean fromny standpoint we were all in separate |ocations. So
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can’t speak to who may have been listening in on the other |ine,
but | know that | convened the Chief of Capital Police, Chief
Sund, Chief Contee fromthe Metropolitan Police Departnment was on
the line, General Wal ker fromthe D.C. National Guard was on the
line. I also came to find -- found out that Ceneral Piatt and
General Flynn were on the line fromSec Arny’'s office. | did not
invite thembut | guess the D.C. National Quard did to be on the
l'i ne.

Q ay. It’'s our understanding that at some point during
this call sonmeone fromthe Sec Arny staff nade a coment
referencing the optic of putting National Quard soldiers on the
ground. Can you tell us about that, please?

A:  Yeah. So the -- there was discussion about the fact
that the Chief of Capital Police needed additional support. It’'s
important to note that the Metropolitan Police Departnent, and
Fire EM5 were already on the scene assisting the U S. Capital
Police, and the Chief, Chief Sund on the call said that they
needed D.C. National Guard support. And there was a comment nmade
that that woul d not be good froman optic standpoint, and we, and
in particularly that would not be good froman optic standpoint
to confront “peaceful protesters.” | say that in quotes. Wthout
-- sorry, go ahead.

Q I'msorry, sir. That's specifically what they said?

A. That is what | recall that they said.

Q ay.
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A And then to which the Chief of Metropolitan Police
Departnent, Chief Contee said, “Well, they' re not peaceful
anynore.”

Q VYes, sir. Wwo specifically was it that made t he comrent
about optics?

A: | do not know other than what | read in the press, but
| do believe it was one of the generals that was on the line from
Sec Arny staff that | referred to.

Q D d you or your staff docunent this conmrent in neeting
mnutes or in any other way?

A: W did not.

Q Al right. How did you interpret that conment? We're
novi ng i nto asking how that may have influenced any of the
deci si on-maki ng that took pl ace.

A. Howdid it -- it shocked nme quite frankly. And we
recogni ze that we mght not be able to get an answer to getting
needed support up to the Capitol in a tinely fashion. So, |
believe shortly after that comment was made t he phone call ended
and we don’t know, or | don’'t know what discussions took place
after that either at DoD with Sec Def, Sec Arny, or anyone el se.
So, it kind of shocked ne because we had a situation where the
Metropolitan Police Departnment had been on the scene at the
Capitol for over an hour at that point, and we couldn't get any
addi ti onal support from DoD.

Q Well what if any effect that coment have on any of the
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request for additional National Guard support from you?

A: Well, again | can't request D.C National Guard support
to go to the Capitol. | amnot authorized to do that. | can't
nmake that request on behalf of the federal entity to the federal
building. So, | never had the authority to request that. That's
why we were convening a call. So that Chief Sund can make that
request directly to the Commandi ng General of the National Guard
and to Sec Arny staff.

Q So, am | understanding to say at this point you were
just acting nore as a facilitator to make sure Chief Sund got in
contact with the right fol ks?

A.  Yes. Because he was having trouble getting an answer
fromDoD so the city had to step in and facilitate and actually
el evate that conversation.

Q D d you or any nmenber of your teamyour staff take any
specific actions resulting fromthat coment in the neeting about
optics?

A:  No. How do you nean?

Q Just, were there any notifications, anybody call,
whet her it be the Mayor anybody else to brief themon the nature
of that call?

A Well, the Chief of Police was on the |line. W were
comuni cating with District |eadership about the situation
constantly at the Capitol. So, | did not call the Mayor after

t hat .
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Q ay. Ckay, sir. I'mgoing to nove back up. On January
6 could you explain to us how the D.C. National QGuard personne
whi ch were previously approved prior to January 6 were utilized?

A: Well | think |'ve described how they were utilized. For
traffic managenent. They were at traffic point posts on district
streets and patrolling some of our Metro stations.

Q Was that changed after any of the protest had turned
vi ol ent ?

A. Well, again | think it’s inportant to note any change
to an approved m ssion cannot be undertaken w thout the approval
of the Secretary the Arny. So, for exanple the Mayor of District
of Col unbia, the Chief of the Metropolitan Police Departnent,
Director of Homeland Security is not authorized to change the
nm ssion of the D.C. National Quard that are deployed to a very
specified mssion for the city.

Q Yes, understood. So, but did a change occur? Do you
know i f any of those assets that were previously approved were
redirected as a result of the change in m ssion?

A That's a question for internal DoD. | was not privy to
that if that happened because |'mnot in the chain of command and
not aut horized to nake those deci sions.

Q VYes, understood. We're just trying to determine al so
what you saw on the ground as well. Ckay. What agency or agencies
specifically asked your office to request D.C. National Quard

support on January 67?
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A MPD and FEMS. Metropolitan Police Departnent and Fire
EMS.

Q Yes. Now, were there any specific circunstances that
led to that request on January 6 as a result of the violence that
t ook place?

A. Well, as | nentioned were carefully nonitoring the
threat environnment |leading up to the 6th internal to the city but
also with federal partners. And again we nade the strategic
deci sion that we needed additional support for the 6th, and
that’s why we requested the National Guard.

Q ay. What specific D.C. National Guard support whether
it would be the people, roles, equipnent capabilities, etcetera
did your office request on that date? Can you talk to that?

A | think we covered that. | was reading sort of what the
requests were, again we can send you the letter that kind of
outlined all of our request for the Guard and what those were. |
think | nmentioned 30 traffic posts, nmanagenent teans.

Q ay. So that was the sane request. Yeah, we just want
to determine the difference between what was requested prior to
January 6 and then what actually occurred on January 6. Al
right. 1'Il nove on down here. You've answered a couple of these.
And all of your discussions or request for D.C. National Quard
support were directly with the General of the National Guard
there? W' ve already established that. Can you expl ain how any

witten request for assistance are routed?
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A.  Yes, they are sent via enmail the PDF e-nuail.

Q ay. Do you send themdirectly or is it someone on
your staff?

A.  Sonmeone on ny staff sends themon ny behalf. To, yes to
the National Guard.

Q So, as far as speaking specifically for the requests
that were sent on January 6, can you tell us what tine they were
sent and what tine you received the response?

A.  So no requests were sent on January 6. The requests
were sent on Decenber 31st and, that was done via e-mail. | nean
| can pull the tinmestanps for when they were sent on Decenber 31
but we did not receive a witten response to our witten request
fromthe D.C. National Cuard or at least if there was one sent it
wasn't sent to ne. But, that phone call --

Q January 47

A On January 4. Was nade | believe around a little after
10:00 a.m in the norning on January 4.

Q Can you tell us with regards to any of the request that
you had submtted did DoD deny any of those request?

A.  No, they did not deny any of the requests that we
request ed.

Q ay. Can you tell us what kind of tinmefrane they gave
you for providing the additional support you requested?

A. Typically it can take -- yet depends on the request,

right? So, sonmetines it can take a day or two. Sonetines it takes
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longer. In this particular case as | nentioned we made the
request on Decenber 31 and we got an answer on the 4th. The
nor ni ng of the 4th.

Q Oay. Are there e-mails, text nessages or other
docunents relating to January 6 request for assistance that you
have that we should review?

A. | don’t have anyt hing.

Q ay. O her than what we had al ready tal ked about that
you can provide? Let's see, what support the DoD s provide to the
District of Colunbia on January 6? |Is that linmnted to what was in
that letter? Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q ay. Are you familiar with what tinme the additional
support started arriving in D.C. in response to the riots?

A. |'msorry, can you flush it out alittle bit?

A Yes. W're trying to deternine at what point the
Nati onal Guard, the additional National Guard or DoD support
started arriving in the District in response to the Capito
events?

A.  Yeah, that would be internal to DoD about when they
deployed. So | think that would be -- or the National Guard. So |
think that would be a better question for them because | woul dn’t
have the specific details on that. | don't want to tell you
sonething that's not accurate.

Q ay. Yeah, great. Obviously we want to know what
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they’'re going to tell us, but we also want to know what was
physically occurring on the ground. Sonetines there could be a
di sconnect. We just need to deternine if there is. Can you talk
to any concerns that you have with DoD s responsiveness to
request for assistance fromyour office on January 6 or even
previ ousl y?

A.  So, again, yeah the requests there were no -- the
requests weren’'t nade on January 6. The requests were nmade on
Decenber 31 for the 6th. And so, the concern that | had was t hat
we weren't hearing fromD. C National Guard and from DoD. W
weren't hearing the responses fromwhat | would define it in a
timely way so that we could plan and prepare. Utimtely we did
because that’'s just what we do, but | think that was a big
concern for me was that it was taking several days for this
request to be approved at DoD.

Q Oay. Now sir, we understand that Secretary of the Arny
McCarthy traveled into DLC. and net with you and possibly others
at MPD Headquarters. |s that correct, and if so can you tell us
about that neeting?

A: Yes. That is correct. On the afternoon of the 6th the
city's public safety | eadership convened at MPD whi ch was our
sort of incident command post for the Capital, for the city, and
Secretary McCarthy did cone and brought his staff. And so there
were a | ot of discussions about how the Secretary of the Arny and

how the D.C. National Guard could support sone of the operations
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up at the Capitol. But he was there for several hours so there
were several conversations that took place. Sonme of which I'm--

Q Can you -- oh, go ahead. |I'msorry. Go ahead, sir. |I'm
sorry. | cut you off.

Q No, sone of which | wasn’t involved in so.

Q Well, for that part that you were involved in, sir, can
you tell us who all was present and what was di scussed?

A | don’t know everyone -- well | didn't know everyone on
the Secretary of the Arny’s staff so | can -- you know there was
that Sec Arny conmes in there's a lot of staffers with him
can’t speak to everyone that was there but certainly later in the
eveni ng General Wal ker arrived with sonme of his entourage as
well. Again | didn't know everyone that was with himbut fromthe
city side of course we had nyself, the Chief of Police, the Chief
of Fire, EMS. The City Adm nistrator, the Director of the
Departnent of Public Wrks, nyself as | nentioned, and the Mayor.

Q ay. Can you tell us what was di scussed?

A Alot of it was trying to get sone |evel of situation
awareness. It didn't appear to ne that the Sec Arny or the
National Guard, and again |I'’mnot privy to what DoD s orders were
to Sec Arny about what he was allowed to and not allowed to do.
But our focused really was on getting resources to the Capitol
froma city standpoint and working MPD and trying to nake sure
that they Mayor had all of the information that she needed in

order to make decisions about MPD and sort of supporting the
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Chi ef getting people up there to the Capitol to as a night went
on of course begin clearing operations to take back the buil ding.
Q Understood. Understood. Now, did Secretary MCarthy or
any of his staff tell you about DoD s response to the ongoi ng

events at the Capitol? Did they describe what they were doi ng?

A: You know, I’'ll be honest. It seened |ike there was a
| ot of doubletalk. | nean our primary concern was the fact that
we had over -- that there was an insurrection occurring, and so

we didn't have tinme to sort of frankly to wait for decisions to
come down from DoD, for someone to call sonmeone in the
Secretary’s office to get approval to change the missions to get
Guard in. It appeared that there wasn’'t a quick reaction
capability. And so, quite frankly, sir, like pretty quickly our
attention turned to how are we going to assist Capital Police
given the fact that we had over 800 MPD officers there. W had
officers fromacross the region as well conming in to clear the
Capitol. And so, the DoD and Sec Arny factor there kind of becane
not as prom nent because we knew that there wasn’t nuch, or it
appeared to us that there wasn't nuch that they could provide in
the imedi ate termthat we needed.

Q ay. Copy that. Now, did you have any direct
conversations with Secretary MIler on January 67

A No, | did not.

Q \What about nenbers of OSD staff or the Joint Chief of

Staff?
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A: No, sir, none.

Q ay. And sir, we also provided you a |letter dated
February 1, 2021 from Chief Sund to a Menber of Congress. Do you
have that letter, sir?

A Yes, | do.

Q Have you an opportunity to review it?

A. | have, yes.

Q ay. Is there -- can you describe anything you
di sagree with or your opinion of that letter?

A. Well the only -- | nmean the only thing | can really

speak to is the part that | guess that |'mdirectly involved in

28

which was that call, and | believe that's referenced on Page 6 in

the letter. And so | think that is -- | think that's an accurate
depiction of what was said and | guess here it indicates that

Li eut enant General Piatt was the one that sort of tal ked about

visuals and optics. So | -- you know |l think that is -- that's an

accurate description in that paragraph of the conversations that
| was involved in. But the rest of it | don't want to presuppose
to know whether it’s factual or not.

I Understood sir, thank you. |Jjjij do you have

any guestions on that section?

I
Q VYes. | have a couple. First thing you nentioned it a
nunber of tinmes, but | just want to put it for the record. The

District of Colunbia asked for no additional capabilities
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requests fromthe D.C. National Guard based on the events at the
Capitol on January 6. |s that correct, Doctor?

A: The District of Colunbia made no formal requests for
any additional D.C. National Guard support for the city, and for
city streets, and city property on the 6th.

Q ay. Thank you. My next question is several nedia
articles have stated that District of Colunbia received nore
resources fromthe D.C. National Guard then it requested. How do
you respond to that?

A.  The city does not put specific nunbers or anything like
that on -- in our requests. W sinply lay out what we need from
an operational and tactical standpoint and it’s the D.C. National
Guard, and | presune it is the Department of Defense that decides
how and at what |evel those requests are going to be net.

Q ay. Thank you. You spoke about the Secretary the Arny
traveling to MPD Headquarters for a neeting. Has the Secretary
the Arny ever traveled to D.C. for an in person neeting before or
was this the first time that you know of ?

A. The Secretary the Arny | think he’s located in D.C
Maybe he’'s in the Pentagon, but in any event | have been -- |’'ve
heard that he has been here in D.C. before but | really can't
speak to whether he -- at what neetings or anything |ike that
that he said.

Q ay. Thank you. You stated it appeared to you that

there was no D.C. National Guard quick reaction force. Did
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anybody tell you directly that there was no quick reaction force
avai |l abl e?

A:  Could you repeat the first part of you' re kind of |ow
| didn't get the whol e question.

Q ay. Earlier you stated that it appeared to you that
there was no D.C. National Guard quick reaction force avail abl e.
Did anybody tell you directly that there was no quick reaction
force available to you?

A. So | want to be clear. There could have been a quick
reaction force available fromthe D.C. National CGuard. Wat |
woul d say is that whatever was available was clearly not able to
be depl oyed because we were not getting positive sort of
responses fromrequests by the Chief of the Capital Police to --
for assistance.

Q ay. Thank you. Two nore questions for you. One of
themis you said that Chief of Police Sund was having trouble
getting an answer from DoD. Do you know who Chief Sund was
talking to at DoD?

A Well if you -- | mean when -- | can’'t speak to who
Chief Sund was trying to get in touch with or was talking to. It
was just clear to the city that there was a breakdown in
comuni cati on sonewhere that we had to step in and just get
everyone on the phone quickly in order to give the Chief an
opportunity to convey his request directly to the people who

needed to hear them
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Q So then are you famliar with how the federal agency
requests D.C. National Guard, or DoD support?

A | amnot.

Q And, ny last question is for you do you know what
capabilities Chief of Police Sund was requesting from DoD?

A. | do not.

Q ay. Thank you.

BY I

Q ay, sir. Next section that we would |ike to discuss
is just sone general coordination with DoD. You've already
addr essed the nunber today. So | apol ogi ze up front and for sone
of the sounds repetitive. Let's see. \Wat agencies can ask for
D.C. National Quard support so far is your understandi ng?

A.  Sure. So any D.C. agency can request National Guard
support. However, they will come to ne, to the Honel and Security
and Energency Managenent Agency to assess need and then we will
send that letter if we need to.

Q ay. So that is howthey are routed for approval. Is
everyt hing conmes through you and then you would send a letter of
request. Do | understand that correctly, sir?

A:  Yes, that is correct.

Q ay. Please, can you describe your understanding of
the Seven Step Process for requesting that National Guard
support ?

A. M understanding of the Seven Step Process is that the

31
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city has exhausted, or at |east a particular agency has exhausted
its organic capabilities to provide services that it needs to,
and at that point we would request National Guard resources.

Q So sir, | understand it, so all of the request cone
through your office. | assune those are approved directly by you?
I's that correct?

A.  That is correct.

Q ay. Do you del egate any of that coordination
responsibility or approval process?

A: No, | do not. | speak directly with the heads of the
departnents that are requesting those resources.

Q So | understand the indicating --

A.  That process has been fulfilled.

Q I'msorry, sir. You broke up. Can you repeat that?

A Well, to understand there -- the Seven Step Process for
Nat i onal Guard resources and to make sure that |’ m confortabl e,
and we're all confortable with requesting those resources.

Q VYes, sir. So sir, you already indicated that you wll
contact the General of the National Guard directly and you
contact him by phone or e-mail, or both. Is that correct?

A.  The fornmal request is sent via e-muil.

Q VYes, sir. And approval nay cone back in the formof a
phone call or a response e-nail. |Is that correct?

A. Typically it comes back in the formof a phone call.

Q ay, sir. Can you describe what all is in included in
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a formal request fromyour office for National Quard's support?

A. As | nentioned we will -- will send you the letters
that | sent which will have those details so you can see what is
included in our formal request.

Q ay, sir. Now sir, you al ready described your request
from Decenber 31st and receiving a response on January 4th, but
can you describe the average tinme your office, for your office to
receive a response for DoD, or National Guard assistance?

A. Again, it does depend on what we’'re requesting and the
| evel of -- the specific capabilities that we're requesting. So,
again as | nentioned it can take anywhere froma day or two to
what we saw | guess for the 6th.

Q Al right. Are there any conplications or delays that
your office has encountered in requesting National Guard support
that we haven't already di scussed here?

A No.

Q Is there anything that we haven't discussed thus far
regardi ng you or your staff’'s coordination DoD or any effort
prior to January 6? Understanding there weren't any directly on
January 6 that we should include in this review?

A No.

Q Sir, according to nedia reports sone DoD personne
descri be the approval process to support the federal and D.C.
governnment during this type of incident as archaic. How woul d you

descri be the process on January 6 from your perspective?

[2/12/2021] Rodriguez - 20210212

DoD Office of Inspector General Production to Committee on House Administration DoD OIG_001268




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

34

A Fromny perspective | think that the requests were
probably took -- why they did take |onger than we had anti ci pated
for approval given the nature of the 6th and what we were seeing,
and what we were concerned about the prospects for violence, we
were growi ng concerned after al nost 5 days of not hearing what
the final decision was. That was very concerning for us.

Q Can you describe any reconmmendati ons that you woul d
have for resolving these types of issues or howit could be
better streamined?

A.  Yes. So the Mayor of the District of Colunbia should
have control over the D.C. National Guard.

Okay. And how woul d you inproved the, well
actual ly problemyou kind of already tal ked about, talk to that
one. Al'l right, sir. JJjjjij do you have any fol |l owup questions?

I o questions.
BY

Q Al right. Well sir, we'll go ahead and proceed into a
read out. |Is there any additional information that you would |ike
to provide that we haven’t addressed yet?

. No, thank you.

Q W else should we talk to and why?

A:l believe you' re already schedul ed to speak with Mayor
Bowser .

Q

>

Yes, sir.
A: (Okay. So that's -- | knowthat’s it. | know that's
schedul ed.

Q Al right. Sir, and you nentioned M. Sund. Do you by
contact information for hin®

A. Unfortunately | do not, no.

Q ay. Al right, sir. Do you have any questions for us?
A: No, sir. | do not. | appreciate your tine.

Q ay. Do you have any comments or concerns about the
way we conducted this interview?

A: 1 do not.

Q Sir, | would just ask that if you do renmenber anything
el se that you believe may be relevant to our office your General
Counsel and everybody in the room have ny have ny contact
information. Please feel free to contact nme at any tine.

A.  Ckay.

Finally, in order to protect the integrity of
this review, we ask that you not discuss the matter under review
or the questions we have asked you during this review with anyone
ot her than your legal counsel. The tine is 10:08, sir. If there
are no other questions this interviewis concluded.

DR. RODRIGUEZ: |'msorry, sir.

Yes, sir.

DR RODRI GUEZ: Hold on one second. Yeah. | think, no |
think we're okay. Thank you.

[The interviewtermnated at 10:05 a.m, February 12, 2021.]

[2/12/2021] Rodriguez - 20210212

DoD Office of Inspector General Production to Committee on House Administration DoD OIG_001269






