
Draft cover statement by Interim President Jameson for Almanac publication of President 
Magill’s August 11, 2023, decision to accept the recommendations of the faculty hearing 
board:

The University of Pennsylvania’s Handbook for Faculty and Academic Administrators, in the 
Procedure Governing Sanctions Taken Against Members of the Faculty, provides that at the 
conclusion of a proceeding resulting in the imposition of a major sanction against a faculty 
member, the University President shall publish in Almanac a statement describing the case and 
its disposition. 

The case involving charges brought against Penn Carey Law Professor Amy Wax, initiated 
during the tenure of President Emerita Gutmann, has now concluded, following a review of 
Professor Wax's appeal by the Senate Committee on Academic Freedom and Responsibility 
(SCAFR). Under the provisions of the Handbook for Faculty and Academic Administrators, the 
SCAFR was charged with determining whether there was a significant defect in procedure for 
this case.  The SCAFR has since determined there has not been any significant defect in 
procedure, thereby concluding this matter. 

For the benefit of the University community's understanding of the matter, I have elected to 
publish in full the decision by then-President M. Elizabeth Magill to accept the recommendations 
of a faculty hearing board, which found Professor Wax responsible for major infractions of 
University behavioral standards and recommended the imposition of major sanctions, along with 
a timeline of the case appended to President Magill's decision. As Interim President, I am 
confirming and implementing this final decision. 


